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Dear Community members, partners, and friends,
2010 has been a year of outstanding accomplishments for the Ethiopian Community
Association. We celebrated the 25th anniversary of the founding of our organization; we
acquired and currently occupy a new 19,375 sq. ft. facility, for which Perkins + Will, a
Chicago-based architectural firm, have kindly provided an exciting probono renovation plan;
we implemented the new Electromechanical Assembly Training program, and extremely
successful several employment programs; the Illinois Department of Commerce and
Economic Opportunity restored funds for our computer training program, which works to
provide our clientele with basic computer knowledge and skills, as well as develop resumes
and aid with job searches; and over 1,000 priceless artifacts were donated by renowned
Ethiopian composer and artist Tesfaye Lemma.
Over the past three years, ECAC has been working on an aggressive fundraising campaign
for our Cultural Center, and have thus far raised over $200,000. These funds have enabled us
to acquire our magnificent new space in Rogers Park. The new building has incredible
potential to develop programs to address emerging needs both within our organization and
throughout our neighborhood community. I would like to extend a gracious thanks to Perkins
+ Will and their Social Responsibility Initiative, for providing a complete architectural plan
and cost estimates for the plan, and enabling us to concretely realize the amazing
possibilities of ECAC's new home.
ECAC is slated to implement a capital campaign in early 2011, in order to raise the funds
necessary to renovate and live up to the potential recognized by Perkins + Will. In preparation
for this campaign an honorary advisory board has been formed and includes elected
officials, business leaders, community members, friends of ECAC, and distinguished
Ethiopians. We are working to identify potential donors and volunteers, and are currently in
the process of developing advertising and promotional materials to spread awareness of our
work, cause, and campaign. We are planning a fundraising event for the spring, which will
kick off the campaign, and celebrate past accomplishments and commitment to future
campaign plans. Specific dates and locations will be announced soon.
I would like to take a moment to recognize our dedicated staff and board, supportive
community, committed and resourceful supporters, and their hard work and sacrifice,
without which our accomplishments would have been impossible. As we start the new year, I
wish to thank everyone who has assisted the ECAC in working toward our mission of
celebrating the past, and building the future. We are hopeful that all the generous support
and encouragement that you have so kindly provided will be continued into the coming
years.
Sincerely,

Erku Yimer
Executive Director

Annual Fundraising Dinner
May 7, 2011
White Eagle Banquets
Niles, Illinois
As of this moment, we are continuing to raise funds in prospect of renovating the agency to
better serve our community and clients. Our Annual Fundraising Dinner is planned to be held on
May 7 at the White Eagle Banquets in Niles, IL.
In past years, the event included a formal sit-down dinner accompanied by a variety of activities,
such as cultural performances by children, musicians, and a raffle. But we will keep you informed
as the event draws closer. We look forward to seeing all of you there to share in the meals and
festivities of the night.
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We hoped you have
enjoyed this edition
of the MAHEBER
Newsletter. Thank
you for your time
and we look
forward to sharing
our upcoming
news and events
with you.
Sincerely,
Erku
Yimer
Executive Director
Fasikia Alem
President

